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Welcome to Blackfriars and Chinatown:

Welcome to Blackinars and Chinatown,

a unique part of the « H\ combining some
te oldest remains alongside an attrac Live

qgreen space, exc iting new shops and lots

o1 u‘\.{(}li“\?‘,it.

Rlackfriars and Chinatown has buildings
from several eras of Newt astle's history
A number of medieval buildings,
Newcastle irat Georgian square, a
v of Victorian shop fronts and fine

( tuty buildings such as the Art
Deco Co-operative building on Newgate
Blackfriars is the only remaining medieval

ary in the city. It provides us with a

neaceful green space to socialise and
relax in. The area also has the largest
surviving sections of the Town Wall and
the remains of four of its defensive towers.
One of these, Morden Tower, situated
behind St ()on Street, is now used as a
small music and arts venue. The New
(Gate was at the junction of Newgate
Street and Gallowgate and was one of
the main gateways into the medieval town
and its numerous markets. Here you would
have been able to explore the bustling
markets including the Bigg Market, Poultry
Market, Groat Market, Wool Market, Iron
Market and the Flesh Market. Today it
leads down to the new Eldon Square
shopping centre entrance and the
entertainment complex, The Gate.

In stark contrast to the new shopping
buildings stands St Andrew’s, the city's
oldest church, This church has a long
and fascinating history dating back to the
12th century. A section of the town wall
can be seen in the churchyard and many
notable characters are buried there;
including the composer Charles Avison,
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As Nowcastle expanded outside of the
Town Wall the area around Blackfnars
hogan to be built up and in 1770 the
construction of Charlotte Square began.
[his was Newcastle's first Georgian
square and was this cities' first move into
the grand London-style architecture. On
the other side of the Town Wall is the
Fever Hospital or House of Recovery,
which had also acted as a Lunatic Asylum
and as St Andrew's Poor House. This  +
building still stands just outside the Town
Wall and what was once an isolated
building was soon part of a town beginning
to sprawl.

In today's city the popular Chinatown is
centred on Stowell Street, providing an
opportunity to experience oriental culture

and cuisine. The area has grown
significantly in popularity in the last 40
years, as the Chinese community has
grown, and the street has gained a number
of architectural features including a post
box and street lighting inspired by the Far
East. This is crowned by the magnificent

Chinese Arch, which is one of the largest
in the UK.

Blackfriars, late 18th century.
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Blackfriars: Middle Ages

Blackfriars is on

black
came to Newcastle in the early 13th
century.

Friars differed in a number of aspects to monks,
Monks stayed in monasteries, often in the
countryside, and spent their time praying and

Studying. They had little contact with the outside
world and were self-sufficient.

Blackfriars: The Dluolutlan

In 1634 Honry vy broke England

the authority of the Roman atholie
and the Papagy, the power of tha
alterwarde he Logan A programme of
changes, which included the
monasteries and other religious hougeg
England and Wales, and the trlmm.m of
land and wealth t rown, Prior o
Newcastle's Blackfriars, Richard m
forced to flee to Scotland in 16386 after

king out against the King's religious
changes. 7 s




Blackfriars: The guilds

From 1552 the remaining buildings were leased
to nine craft guilds, which used the buildings
as meeting rooms. They included Blacksmiths,
Fullers and Dyers, Bakers and Browers, laylors,
Cordwainers, Saddlers, Skinners and Glovers,
Butchers and Tanners. The quilds continued
to use the upper floors of the building until the
19th century. The ground floor was used as

almshouses fo accommodating the poor and
widows of members of the guilds,

Guilds were fraternities of workers involved in
a specific trade or craft. They aimed to establish
an association for mutual benefit and assistance
for members and were similar in some ways
to modern trade unions. They also regulated
standards for their craft and ensured that every
member had a fair chance of selling their wares,
They would fine members whose work was
not considered to be of good quality so that
the high standards were maintained.
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Blackfriars around 1904,

Craftsmen were not allowed to practice without
having completed an apprenticeship. This took
about seven years and was unpaid. The guilds
charged admission fees and enforced strict
f i rg..x
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Blackfriars: The restoration

In the 10608 Blackfriare was threatened with
demolition. Mowever, the building was aaved,
largely through the efforte of Alderman Poter
Renwick, Mayor of Newcastle in 1963 and
1964 and Sheriff in 1967,

Various plans were considered for the
restoration of the bulldings, but serious plans
were not put forward until a survey in 1973
revealed thal unless restoration started in the
near future, complete ruin would be
unavoidable,

The Chapterhouse at Blackfriars in 1963,

It was recommended that premises for small
businesses and craft workshops be created.
The work was financed by Tyne and Wear

County Council, the Department for Education

and the English Tourist Board, at a total cost
of £600,000.

During the restoration, archaeological
excavations were carried out. The ruins of the

church, which can be seen at Blackfriars, were
revealed,

In 1980, as part of the celebrations of the

900th anniversary of the founding of Newcastle,

H.M. Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother visited

lackfriars and unveiled a commemorative
e, hggg»to tion was completed in




